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Share the Love of Writing! 
 Be a good role model... 

 Write in front of your children... 

 Shopping lists, memos, stories, reports 

 



What skills do children need? 
 Hold a caption or sentence in their head... if they can’t say it and 

remember it, they can’t write it.  

 Know letter sounds –pure sounds 

 Segment sounds together to make Green words 

 Spell and write sight words (Red words) 

 Form letters -  good pencil control – finger aerobics. 

 How to put words together to write a simple caption or sentence 

 Simple punctuation 

 Begin to understand how a story/non fiction report  is structured. 

Shared Writing 
 

 

 
 



Teach them how to write in different 
genres.... 

Shared Writing  Write about their interests 

 Lists 

 Labels 

 Stories 

 Riddles 

 Poems 

 Non fiction reports 

 Recounts 

 Lists of footballers/Disney 

princesses  

 Stories about superheroes  

 Recounts of their own 

lives or people they 

admire/like 

 Non fiction reports on 

things that interest them  



Progression of writing  
Mark making 

Most children come into school mark making.  

They make marks on paper and tell you what they mean. 

Mark making should be praised and  displayed 

 

 

 
 



Progression of writing  
 Children start to put in sounds they can hear.  

 Initial sounds 

 

 



Progression of writing  
 Children write more sounds.  

 The progression is often initial, final, medial 

 



Progression of writing  
Children can hold a sentence  

Children understand the structure of a sentence.  

A group of words that make sense. 

 

 
 

 

 



By the end of Reception............. 



Progression of writing  
30-50 months: 

• Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint. 

• Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places. 

 

40-60+ months: 

• Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 

• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

• Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly 
and in sequence. 

• Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 

• Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

 

Early Learning Goal 

 Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They 
also write some irregular common words. They write simple sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Storymaking 

 The idea is that children absorb how tales such as The Little Red Hen 
are built and learn to identify story language and structure. Once 
they have internalised patterns of language through the stories, they 
can begin using the same patterns in their own writing. 

 The children spent five or 10 minutes a day learning a story. It is 
taught by repetition so they get to know the story inside out. Once 
the story is learned, the children work to adapt it, changing names, 
places or situations.  

 Children who find it difficult to write often have a good memory, so 
they have found telling stories especially appealing. Overall, the 
children are more confident in writing, their sentence structure is 
better and they understand what a story is. 

 

This strategy can also be used for teaching non fiction writing.  



Writing Workshop- ideas for home 
 Tell lots of stories. These can be stories from books, local stories, 

traditional tales such as the Gingerbread Man, stories about your own 
childhood, stories about members of your family, stories about things 
that you have done together as well as making up new stories together. 
Just tell stories and read stories. 

 Practise holding a sentence- start with a simple sentence then add 
simple connectives.  

 Mark making is the start of a journey towards being able to write. ... By 
providing your child with a variety of mark-making opportunities you 
can help them develop imaginatively, creatively and physically. 

 Children will start to  write the sounds they can hear. (initial sounds) 
 Practise segmenting simple words. (cat, dog, fish) 
 Practise letter formation – use the ditties.  
 Write simple words,  then captions and sentences. 
 Copy writing will not help your child learn to write.  

 


