
 

 If using a number square remember to jump 
back and count the jumps.   

 Remind your child they don't count the num-
ber they start from! 

 Don’t forget to think about what direction you 
must go in when you get to the end of a row! 

 To take away  a multiple of 10 you can jump up  
one box. 

 When using a number line, remember to jump back and count the jumps.  
 Remember don't start counting from the number they start from. 
 Children might use a numbered number line or a blank number line.  
 Encourage your child to use a number line in the most efficient way, this 

could be jumping in 1s, jumping in multiples of ten and then taking away 
the units, or jumping in steps to bridge the multiple of 10.  

6- 2 = 4 
Jumping in 1s on a labelled number line. 

24 -1 2 = 12 
Jumping in 10s then taking  
away the units on a blank 
number line 

36 - 9 = 27 
Using knowledge of pairs to 10 to help 
solve the problem on a blank number 
line. 



 Partitioning to take away. 
This is when children have to use their understanding of tens and units to 

take two numbers away from each other.  

Taking away two 2 digit numbers 
 Take away the tens  from the first number 68-20 = 48 
 Take away 9 from the answer 48-9 = 39 
If you’ re using a number square, slide up to take away the tens 
then count back to take away the units.  

68 - 29  

Taking away a 2 digit number from a 3 digit number  
 Partition the hundreds in the first number  
 Take away the tens from the first number  
 Take away the units from the answer 
 Add the hundreds on to the answer  
 Add the tens together 

385 - 68  

Subtraction as finding the difference. 
As the children become more confident with subtraction they might start to think 

about subtraction as finding the difference as this is a more effective option.   
Taking away a two digit number     84 - 73  
? What is the next multiple of ten after 73?  
? What is the gap to 80?  
? What is the gap from 80  to 84? 
? What is 7 + 4? 
So 84-73 = 11 

 

68—20 = 48  

48— 9  = 39 

85 - 60 = 25  

25 - 8 = 17  

300 + 17 = 317 

Taking away two three digit numbers.  
 Take away the hundreds. 
 Take away the tens from the first number  
 Take away the units from the answer 
 Add the hundreds on to the answer  

385 - 217  

300 - 200 = 100 

85 –10 = 75 

75 –7 = 68 

100 + 68 = 168 
Taking away when you cross over the  boundaries.  
 Only partition the second number 
 Take away the hundreds. 
 Take away the tens. 
 Take away the units 

 432—296 
432 - 200 =232 
232-90= 142 
142-6= 136 



 

 
 
 Label the number line at a level appropriate for your child, it could be 

hours, minutes, 30 second intervals etc. 
 With your child create some time cards eg watch TV – 30 minutes, Play 

on the computer – 1 hour, read a book – 2hours etc. 
 Start at the end of the number line. 
 Take it in turns to choose a card, then work out the answer by jumping 

back along the number line. 
 The first person to get to the start of the number line is the winner. 

 

 
 
 Label the number line at a level appropriate for your child, it could 

be intervals of 100ml, 10ml, 1ml etc   
 With your child create some capacity cards eg water the plants– 

100ml, have a drink –200ml, tip your water—600ml etc  
 Start at the end of the number line. 
 Take it in turns to choose a card, then work out the answer by jump-

ing back along the number line. 
 The first person to get to the start of the number line is the  
 winner. 

 

 

 Draw some snakes and ladders on a blank hundred square. 
 Start at 100, roll the dice and count backwards when it’s your turn! 
 Take care when crossing over the multiples of ten, make sure you go the right 

way! 
 You could even take away two digit numbers , remember to slide down and then 

count back. 






