
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can I do at home to help my child read? 

 Read to your child and share your enjoyment of   

stories. 

 Read a selection of books to your child. By joining 

your local library you will encourage your child to 

choose from a range of books.  

 Talk about different prints you see around the house, 

in the shops, on the TV, on different food packages. 

 Be a good role model as it is particularly                 

encouraging for children to see their parents       

reading around the house. E.g reading the         

newspaper, books, letters, magazines.  

 

I worry when my child knows the story off by heart but doesn’t 

look at the words. What should I do? 

Children learn lots of stories by heart and they practise reading 

by telling the story, at first without looking at the words. It is an 

important part of learning to read. 

 

If you are worried in any way about your child’s reading please 

see the class teacher.  



 

Different strategies we use in school 

- Look at the pictures for clues 

- Sound the word out 

- Go back and read the sentence again  

- Read on to see if you can work out the word 

- Use punctuation to help you understand the text 

- Think carefully...Does it make sense? 

- Look for smaller words inside a word. Eg. teacher 

-Break it up into smaller words 

 

 

Some key things which may help 

 Set aside some time to  read in a peaceful atmosphere 

when your child is not tired.  

 Please try to be patient, and give lots of praise and      

encouragement. 

 Making mistakes is part of learning to read. What matters 

is your child can make sense of what he/she is reading.  

 Don’t feel you need to correct everything, you will        

interrupt your child’s flow. Sometimes it is better to return 

to the mistakes at the end.  

 Talk about the story and the pictures before reading,   

during and after the reading session.  

 Even when your child has learnt to read, it doesn’t mean 

you should stop reading to them. 

 

 

What do you mean by share a book? 

There are lots of ways you can share a book with your child... 

 You can look at the pictures together and talk about 

them. 

 As you are reading a story you can ask ‘What do you 

think is going to happen next?’  Gradually your child will 

begin to look more closely at the print. 

 Read to your child or make up stories.  

 You can take it in turns, you read one page and then 

your child reads the other. 

 Try not to force your child to read. Make the time fun for 

both of you. 

 Encourage your child to finish a sentence by pausing at a 

suitable place.  

 Look at the whole word (tricky words). 

 

What should I do if my child gets stuck on a word? 

 The simplest thing is to say the word and let your child 

carry on with the story or you can ask your child to guess. 

If it is a good guess then accept it. 

 Encourage your child to blend the sounds together e.g.  

c-a-t. Say each sound and then blend them together. 

This is something we are teaching them to do in school. 

 Talk about the pictures. 

 Encourage children to read on and have a guess using 

the context from the sentence. 


