
Assessment for the new curriculum

“Life after levels”



Key questions

• Why is this change happening?

• How will my child be affected?

• What does the new curriculum look like?

• What will replace levels?

• How will teachers decide how my child is doing?

• What information will I receive about my child’s 
attainment and progress?

• Where has this new approach come from?

• What are the important things to remember?



Why is this change happening?

“...a nationally prescribed system of  ‘levels’ is not 
consistent with the approaches to curriculum 

freedoms.”

• The existing levels don’t work as a way of  assessing 
children’s attainment against the new curriculum.

• The government have left it up to schools to 
design their own assessment framework in line 
with their own curriculum.

• Current Year 2  began working on new 
curriculum objectives in September 2014.

• The Government introduced a new primary 
curriculum in September 2014.



Why is this change happening?

• The Government’s view is that the old curriculum 
was not sufficiently challenging.

• The new curriculum has been developed by 
comparing the old curriculum to that of  other 
countries.

• Education Minister, Nick Gibb, said,
"This September sees some changes in schools.  To 

make sure that many more children get a better start 
in life, we're improving what children study, how 
they study it and how their progress is assessed.  It's 
a lot of  change, but it's necessary.  Why?  So that 
this country keeps up with the demand from 
universities and employers for top-class knowledge 
and skills.”



What does the new 
curriculum look like?

• Children will develop basic Number skills. 
These will include fluency, reasoning, 
problem solving & arithmetic. 

• In English, there will be a greater 
emphasis on vocabulary 
development, grammar, punctuation 
and spelling, as well as on 
handwriting.  Reciting poetry will be 
a key activity in KS1. 

• The ICT curriculum is now called 
Computing and children will be 
taught computer programming.



How will my child be affected?

• Children in Foundation Stage will still work on the 
Development Matters Framework.

• Children in Year 1 and 2 will be taught from the 
2014 National Curriculum.



How will my child be affected?

• Only the objectives for the year group your child is in will 
be covered. This is to allow children to deepen their 
conceptual knowledge of  objectives through a broad, 
balanced curriculum. For those who achieve them all it is 
for the school to provide challenge that will allow secure 
children to deepen, apply and “master” objectives.

• Personal targets will continue.

• Additional provision will still be in place for 
those children needing it in order to achieve end 
of  year objectives.

• Harder objectives – expectations increased.



Sample Questions – KS1



What will replace levels?

• “Emerging”, “Developing” or “Secure” against Age 
Related Expectations (ARE).

• Start at “Emerging” with the aim of  being “Secure” by the 
end of  the year.

• Children will be tested at the end of  KS1 & KS2:

• Standardised scores nationally

• Depth of  knowledge will be assessed

• Progress from KS1 to KS2: “Secure” to “Secure”

• National Expectation: 85% of  children to be at ARE.

• Old KS1 Level 2a equates to “Secure” at ARE.



How will teachers decide how 
my child is doing?

Teachers will continue to assess in 2 ways:

• Regular mini tests which are standardised so the school 
can benchmark against other schools.

• Assessment against objectives by moderating books. 
Looking at the books with the children and teaching staff  
and agreeing on where children are working and what 
they need to do next.

This will enable teachers to -

• Identify individual targets

• Identify future teaching and learning

• Organise provisions to offer additional support 
if  needed



What information will I receive 
about my child’s attainment & 

progress?
• Parent consultations 

• Where your child is in comparison to their Age Related 
Expectations

• Progress – your child’s work

• Personal targets

• End of  year reports - attainment against  Age Related 
Expectations 

• End of  Key Stage 1 results – standardised score

• End of  Year 1 – Phonics Screening result



Where has this new approach 
come from?

• Longlevens Primary Partnership

• Gloucester Schools Partnership

• Moderation with other schools

What next?

•Key Stage 1 to work on 2014 National Curriculum

•Set targets & plan provisions in the same way

•Continue to moderate with other schools

•Keep parents up to date with any changes



What are the important things to 
remember?

• Continuation of  our creative and engaging curriculum.

• Assessment against objectives.

• Personal targets established in the same way.

• No more levels (and no correlation to levels).

• Expectation of  pupils being “Secure” at ARE by end of  
each year and end of  KS1.

• Testing of  your child will not be onerous or even obvious!



Any questions?


