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Definition: Longlevens Infant School wishes to ensure that all pupils 

have access to a wide range of educational experiences, 
some of which are dependent on financial contributions in 
whole or in part from parents. This policy defines which 
activities may be charged for, and those for which the 
school may request a voluntary contribution. 
 

Aim: To enable the GB to request voluntary contributions for 
curricular activities, and to charge for extra-curricular 
activities.  
 
 

Roles: 

Governors To review annually. 
To monitor its implementation. 

Headteacher/ SLT To ensure that any requests for charging adhere to the 
school policy. 
 
 

Staff To ensure that any requests for charging adhere to the 
school policy. 
 

Pupils  

Parents 

Equal opportunities: 

 

The Governing Body recognises that any such contribution 
must be genuinely voluntary and the pupils of parents who 
are unable or unwilling to contribute will not be 
discriminated against. 
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LONGLEVENS INFANT SCHOOL  
CHARGING POLICY 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Longlevens Infant School wishes to provide for all pupils the best possible 
educational opportunities available within the funds allocated by the Government 
through the Local Education Authority.  The law states that education during normal 
school hours is to be free of any compulsory charge to parents and the Governing 
Body endorses this principle. 
 
We recognise that many educationally valuable activities are dependent on financial 
contributions in whole or in part from parents. The Governing Body may therefore ask 
parents for a voluntary contribution towards the cost of some activities such as 
swimming or educational curriculum visits.  
 
The Governing Body recognises that any such contribution must be genuinely 
voluntary and the pupils of parents who are unable or unwilling to contribute will not 
be discriminated against. Where there are not enough voluntary contributions to 
make such an activity possible and there is no other way to make up a shortfall, then 
the activity will be cancelled or reduced and amended in form. 
 
LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
The following documents set out the legal framework on charging for school activities 
in schools maintained by local education authorities in England and Wales: - 
Sections 402,450-458 of the Education Act 1996 and The Education (School 
Sessions and Charges and Remissions Policies (Information) (England) Regulations 
1999.   
 
CHARGING 
The school will charge for:  
 

 any materials, books, instruments, or equipment, where the child’s parent 
wishes him to own them; 

 any books or materials lent by the school which are subsequently lost or 
damaged by the child. (Reading books etc) A letter will be issued to parents 
at the beginning of the year which sets out the reimbursement costs. See 
Appendix 1. 

 Optional extras, for example additional education (including books and 
materials as above) provided outside of school time that is not part of the 
National Curriculum or the cost of transport or staff employed to take the pupil 
home or to look after the pupil. (Parental agreement is necessary for pupil 
participation in any optional extra activity.), 

 Musical Instrumental Tuition, for pupils taught one to one or in a group of up 
to four pupils. 

Any charge made in respect of individual pupils will not exceed the actual cost of 
providing the optional extra activity, divided equally by the number of pupils 
participating.  It will not therefore include an element of subsidy for any other pupils 
wishing to participate in the activity whose parents are unwilling or unable to pay the 
full charge.  
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DAY TRIPS 
The school will ask for voluntary contributions to offset the cost of some educational 
trips and visits that take place during the school day.  It will be made clear in 
communication about the activity that unless sufficient contributions are received the 
activity may not go ahead. 
 
The school will provide a breakdown of the costings for an activity on request. 
 
Parents whose children are eligible for Pupil Premium funding may use their Pupil 
Premium voucher (applicable for the 2014/15 academic year) to pay for such 
activities. 
 
If a parent is unable to meet the full amount they may be prepared to contribute a 
smaller amount and the school will be pleased to accept this. 
 
 
SCHOOL DINNERS 
There is currently no charge for School Dinners since the introduction of Universal 
Infant Free School Meals. 
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Appendix 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Date: 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
Lost or Damaged Book(s) 
 
It has come to our attention that your child has lost or damaged a school text book that has been 
taken home on loan. 
 
We are sure you appreciate the cost of replacing lost or damaged books.  In line with our school 
Charging Policy, we are asking for a payment of £5.00 to cover the replacement of the book. 
 
This reimbursement may be made either in cash or a cheque made payable to “GCC Longlevens Infant 
School”. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.   
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
Kerry Cunningham & Emma Lamb 
Headteachers 
 

Longlevens Infants School 
Paygrove Lane 

Gloucester 
GL2 OAX 

Tel: 01452 520061 
 Headteachers 

 Kerry Cunningham & Emma Lamb 
 


