
 
 

Important Changes to Attendance and Holidays in Term time. 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

The Education Regulations 2006 have been amended, and, as from 1st September 2013 no child 
may take holidays term time, unless the Headteacher deems there to be exceptional circumstances.  

Any parent taking a child on holiday that has not been deemed an exceptional circumstance may be 
expected to be referred to the Local Authority for a Fixed Penalty Notice. This could result in a fine to 
both parents/carers of £60 if paid within 21 days or £120 if paid between the 21st day and the 28th day. 
If the fine is not paid the Local Authority would then proceed to court for the criminal offence of non-
school attendance under section 444 of the Education Act 1996.  

A Warning Letter will be issued to the parent/s carer/s that have day –to- day care and responsibility to 
inform them that: Under the Education Act 1996, parents and carers have a duty to make sure 
their children regularly attend school. If parents or carers fail to do this, they can be 
prosecuted. 

Exceptional circumstances are;  

1.  Children whose parents/carers are in the armed forces. 

2.  Children, whose parents/carers are dictated by their employer as to when they can take holiday’s e.g 
police, fire service or working for a company that closes between certain dates. (These requests will 
however need to be accompanied by a letter from the employer as to why the family can only take a 
holiday during said dates term time) 

3.  A child with a parent/carer or sibling who has a life limiting/changing illness. (This request will need to 
be accompanied by a letter from a medical professional working with the family, or the request will not 
be seen as exceptional. The request will not be deemed as exceptional if it is the illness of other 
extended family members). 

I apologise for any issues this letter may raise and should you wish to discuss it with me further, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Kerry Cunningham & Emma Lamb 

Headteachers 
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