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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back. I hope you all had a relaxing break and had a lovely time with your families.  
 
Best wishes, Kerry Cunningham 
 
EYFS 
EYFS have had a great start to the new term, sharing their moving toys with their friends. We have been talking 
about what makes them move, all the different parts and have been drawing them. We have been learning about 
the famous pilot Amelia Earhart and all of her adventures and expeditions. The children have also been busy 
transforming their role play areas from home corners to workshops. 
 
Many thanks for all the children’s Interest forms we have received. If you have not yet sent your child’s form back, 
please do so by Monday 14th January so that we can explore their interests in class. Spare copies are available on the 
school website. Thank you also for the offers to bring in vehicles to show the children, they are really excited and we 
will be in touch soon to arrange dates. If you have contacts in the emergency services and were able to bring in their 
vehicles we would be most grateful. 
 
Year 1 
We were amazed to receive an email from NASA on Monday explaining that they had been tracking a mysterious 
object in the sky which then landed somewhere in the school. They really wanted our help to discover what it could 
be. Ready to accept the challenge, we set off outside where we discovered a strange flying object had crashed in 
Forest School! It fuelled our imaginations to write about what it might be, where it might have come from and who 
could have been inside. 
 
Year 2 
We are really excited to be starting our new topic ‘Fire and Ice’. This term we will be finding out all about the Great 
Fire of London. This week we have been looking at the diary of Samuel Pepys to help us find out what happened 
during the fire. Did you know? The fire was over 350 years ago and started in a bakery. In Maths this week we have 
been learning to tell and make the time on a clock. 
 
Year 2 Infant to Junior School Transfer 
Can all parents and carers of Year 2 pupils be aware that the application for Infant to Junior school transfers must be 
made no later than the closing date of Tuesday 15th January 2019. Any applications received after this day will not 
be considered until after the allocation day of Tuesday 16th April 2019. Any additional information regarding the 
Infant to Junior school transfer process is available on the Gloucestershire County Council website: 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
 
Little Princess Trust 
A child in the school has decided that for her 7th birthday, she would like to have her hair cut and donate it to the 
Little Princess Trust. The trust supplies wigs to children who have lost their hair due to cancer treatment and other 
illnesses. A Just Giving page has been set up to hopefully raise enough money for a wig to be made, which costs the 
charity £500. All the staff at the school think it is a wonderful thing to do. If you would like to make a donation to this 
very worthwhile cause, please visit the link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/amelia-haircut 
 
Celebration Assembly 
Please be advised that from this term, celebration assemblies will be held on a Friday afternoon at 2:30pm. If your 
child has been selected for an award, a member of the office team will call you to invite you to join us.  
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Pupil Census Day Lunch Options 
Thursday 17th January is Pupil Census day where the government count how many children take a school meal and 
then the school receives funding based on the average number of children who partake, so we would really 
encourage you to ask your child to have a hot lunch this day. All our meals are free, cooked on site and meet all 
nutritional standards. The menu has been changed for this day and will not be as previously advertised. The choices 
for this day will be sausage, mash and beans or jacket potato with cheese. Dessert will be baked chocolate brownie 
with chocolate sauce.  
 
Podsmead Big Local 
The Big Local in Podsmead will be giving away free bread every Wednesday and at times, will give away other things 
like fruit and vegetables.  
 
Sickness Policy 
We would like to remind parents and carers that if your child has sickness and diarrhoea, please allow 48 hours from 
the last occurrence of sickness or diarrhoea before allowing your child to return to school. 
 
Safeguarding 
Green Exit Buttons – If you have come into the school building with your child, please refrain from allowing them to 
press the green exit buttons to open the doors. These buttons should only be used by adults for the safeguarding 
and safety of the children. 
Parking – Could we please remind you that you must not park on the zig zags outside school. Not only is it illegal but 
it is also very dangerous when pedestrians are crossing. Please also note that car park is for staff use only. May we 
remind you that parents without parking permits are not permitted to park in the staff car park. Thank you.  
Dogs  - Dogs are not allowed on the school grounds. If you walk to school with your dog, please tie it up in a safe 
place and away from children and adults who may not like dogs. We have children in the school that are allergic to 
dogs so it is important they are not on site. 
 
Up and Coming Events    
15.01.2019 Infant to Junior school transfer deadline     
17.01.2019 Pupil census day. New lunch menu 
 
Letters Sent Home 
08.01.2019 Year 2 Tea and Chat 
08.01.2019 Free food Podsmead Big Local 
 
Inset Days 2018-19  
Friday, 15th February 2019 
Monday, 22nd July 2019 
Tuesday, 23rd July 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Communication 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 

As a school we are passionate about working in partnership with you and ensuring that you feel communicated with 

effectively so that you know what is happening, your child can maximise the opportunities on offer and you can 

celebrate with your child and us as a school the events and successes that happen here. 

With the developments in digital technology we now have a range of platforms that we communicate with you on. 

Following feedback and in line with regular review and reflection of our practice we felt it timely to look at and 

clarify with you what you can expect from us in terms of our main communication and what you can do to help us 

achieve effective communication.  
 

The school website  

Our website is regularly updated and current. This is the main source of information about our school, policies and 

procedures including our prospectus. You will also find lots of celebration on our blog and galleries of all the events 

and opportunities the school and pupils are involved in. 
 

Letters 

We try to publish our letters in a timely fashion. Whole school and year group letters will be sent out via our school 

app, email and published on the website.  Individual and Class letters will not be routinely published on the website 

but will be sent out on the school app and through email.  

 

Screens 

Information generated by the school on the screens in the playground will match that of the website including the 

screen ticker information  where appropriate. 

The screens are to promote oracy as well as outdoor learning and healthy living and are an opportunity for our 

children to present and to celebrate what we do in school. A three weekly cycle will be introduced with each year 

group adding photographs to the screens and later we hope to publish short films by the children. 

 

App-Schoolcomms and email 

See also letters above. 

For school trips, we will ensure you have enough time to respond to the information and they will follow the 

following structure, the initial letter will be sent out, one reminder and then one final reminder. If consent is not 

given then your child will not be able to go on the trip. 

Clubs once it has been confirmed that your child has been accepted for the club it must be paid in advance where 

possible or the child will not be able to attend the club and the space will be given to someone else on the waiting 

list. If your child drops out of a paid club, refunds will not be given except in exceptional circumstances. 

 

Facebook 

Our Facebook page is to highlight to parents that a new letter has been emailed or that there is new material on the 

website, it is also to remind parents of events and as a positive social community for our school.  

 

Of course this is not the entirety of our communication with you. We are still available face to face and on the 

telephone. This letter is merely to clarify expectations. As always we are very happy to discuss any issues this 

communication raises. I hope you find it useful. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Kerry Cunningham 

 
 



 


